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I. ACADEMIC/PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND

Sara A. Ramírez

Assistant Professor

Educational Background

Ph.D., 2016, University of California, Berkeley

M.A., 2010, University of California, Berkeley 
M.A., 2007, University of Texas at San Antonio


B.A., 2005, University of Notre Dame
University Professional Experience
Assistant Professor of English, Texas State University, Fall 2018 – present 

Post-Doctoral Associate, University of Minnesota, Fall 2017 – Summer 2019
Lecturer I, University of Texas at San Antonio, Fall 2013 – Summer 2017
Lecturer, Northwest Vista College, Spring 2013

Instructor, TRIO Program, Napa Valley College, Fall 2008 - Summer 2011
Teaching Assistant, University of Texas at San Antonio, Fall 2005 
Professional Experience
Compiler, Third Woman Press Archives (1979-2004), Bancroft Library, University of California,
Berkeley, Spring 2018
Bibliographer, Angela de Hoyos Collection, John Peace Library, University of Texas at San
Antonio, Fall 2008
II. TEACHING

Honors and Awards

Texas State University, Presidential Distinction Award for Service, 2023

Texas State University, College of Liberal Arts Achievement Award for Excellence in Teaching,
Award
Nominee at Departmental Level, 2021

Texas State University, College of Liberal Arts Achievement Award for Excellence in Teaching,
Award
Recipient, 2020

University of Texas at San Antonio, President’s Distinguished Achievement Award for Teaching
Excellency, Nominee, 2017
University of Texas at San Antonio, Lavender Faculty Award, Award Recipient, 2015
Courses Taught

Lower Division

College Writing I: Finding Our Voices and Talking Back 

(Decolonizing) U.S. Literature before 1865

U.S. Literature: Writing Identities

Advanced 

Chicana/o Narratives and Social History
Chicana/o Narratives [of Trauma] and Social History 

Chicanx Literature and Cultural Productions 

The Interdisciplinary Approach to Literature: Gloria E. Anzaldúa
Chicana/o Myth
Literature by Women of Color 
Chicana Feminist Myth 

Graduate 
Chicanx Narratives of Trauma

Chicana Feminist Theories

Decolonial Feminist Thought
U.S. Third World Feminisms

Borderlands Thinking with Gloria E. Anzaldúa

Gender and Sexuality in Chicanx Literature
Directed Student Learning
MA Literature Theses
Director, Paloma Quevedo, “Embodiment as Decolonial Recovery, Resistance, and (Re)Union in Chicana Literature,” Spring 2024-present

Director, Juan Flores, “Embodied Intergenerational Trauma in Texts for Mexican-American Children since the Golden Age of Children’s Literature,” Spring 2021

Director, Raquel Zuniga, “Healing Self, Healing Community: A Chicana Feminist Analysis of Historical and Intergenerational Trauma in Anzaldúa’s and Cisneros’s Writing,” Summer 2020

Director, Diane Brinkman, “La Llorona and La Malinche Are Chicana Daughters: Healing Matrilineal Trauma by Transforming ‘Bad’ Mexican Mother Archetypes,” Fall 2019

MFA Creative Writing Theses
Committee Member and Reader, Diamond Braxton, Spring 2025

Committee Member and Reader, Ilza Garcia, Spring 2025

Committee Member and Reader, Fernando Izaguirre, Spring 2023
Committee Member and Reader, Patrick Torres, Spring 2022
Committee Member and Reader, Linda E. Rivas Vasquez, Spring 2021
Committee Member and Reader, Jessica Martinez, Spring 2021
Committee Member and Reader, Anthony Bradley, Spring 2021
Committee Member and Reader, Diego Garcia, Spring 2020
Committee Member and Reader, Meaghan R. Loraas, Spring 2019
MA Rhetoric and Composition Thesis
Committee Member and Reader, Lea Colchado, Spring 2020
MA Area Exams
*Chair, Madison Longoria, Spring 2025

*Chair, Danielle Muñiz, Fall 2024

*Chair, Alisandra Sanchez, Spring 2023
*Chair, Sierra Rodriguez, Spring 2022

Committee Member and Reader, Gloria Russell, Spring 2025

Committee Member and Reader, Marisa Rivas, Spring 2024
Committee Member and Reader, Aaryn Stafford, Spring 2021

Committee Member and Reader, Brendan Dewell, Fall 2020

Committee Member and Reader, Kelly Porter, Spring 2020
Committee Member and Reader, Ashley Lawrence, Summer 2019

Undergraduate Honors Thesis

Committee Member and Reader, Kaitlyn Benacquisto, Spring 2021

External Thesis Committee

Committee Member and Reader, Alexandrea O’Neal, University of Texas at San Antonio,
Spring 2021
III. SCHOLARLY/CREATIVE

Works in Print 
Refereed Articles, Essays, and Entries
 “Crossing Borders with Racha: Nagualismo and el Cenote in Andrea Muñoz Martinez’s Art.” Refereed chapter essay in Changing Our Minds with Gloria Anzaldúa, edited by Suzanne Bost, AnaLouise Keating, Amelia M.L. Montes, and Kelly Zaytoun, U of Texas P, 2026, forthcoming.
Peer-reviewed article. “Integrating Fractured Subjects in Virginia Grise’s blu.” Refereed journal article in Chicana/Latina Studies, vol. 24, no. 2, Spring 2025, forthcoming. 

“‘Ser mexicane es magia’: Integrando el trauma y re-ordenando el Yo en Your Healing Is Killing Me (Tu healing me está matando) [“Being Mexican Is Magic”: Integrating Trauma and Re-Ordering the Self in Your Healing Is Killing Me].” Refereed Spanish-language journal article for Hispanic Issues On Line 33, 2024, pp. 48-71.
“‘Hay Que Inventarnos / We Must Invent Ourselves’: The Impact of Norma Alarcón and Sandra Cisneros’s Friendship on Chicana Feminist Literature.” Refereed chapter essay in ¡Ay Tú!: Critical Essays on the Life and Work of Sandra Cisneros, edited by Sonia Saldívar-Hull and Geneva M. Gano, University of Texas Press, 2024, pp. 173-93.

“Making (Sense of) Place: Sandra Cisneros’s Literary Arts Activism in the Midwest.” Refereed article in Unsettling Global Midwests: Placekeepings, special issue of American Studies, vol. 62, no. 4, 2024, pp. 45-68.
“A Call for Anti-Discrimination: Embracing Difference through Respect, Responsibility, and Reciprocity.” Refereed essay in Cuentos and Testimonies: Diversity and Inclusion at Texas State, edited by Octavio Pimentel and Miriam F. Williams, Texas State University, Office of the Provost, fall 2019, Web, https://www.provost.txstate.edu/ cuentos-and-testimonies/chapter-12-a-call-for-antidiscrimination.html
“We Need Myths/Words + Magic.” Refereed chapter essay in El Mundo Zurdo 7: Selected Works from the 2018 Meeting of the Society for the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa, edited by Sara A. Ramírez, Larissa Mercado-López, and Sonia Saldívar-Hull, vol. 7, Aunt Lute Press, fall 2019. 
“Publishing Work that Matters: Third Woman Press and its Impact on Chicana and Latina Publishing.” (First author). With Norma E. Cantú. Diálogo 20.2 (2017): 77-85. Center for Latino Research at DePaul University. 
“Nepantla: What Matters in Times of Psychospiritual/Political Crisis.” El Mundo Zurdo 6: Selected Works from the 2016 Meeting of the Society for the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa, edited by Sara A. Ramírez, Larissa Mercado-López, and Sonia Saldívar-Hull, vol. 6. Aunt Lute Press, Spring 2018. 
 “Chicana/o Movement.” (1,200-word essay). Encyclopedia of American Immigration. Vol. I. Ed. Carl L. Bankston, III. Salem Press, 2010, pp. 177-179.
“Mexican Deportations of 1931.” (500-word essay). Encyclopedia of American Immigration. Vol. II. Ed. Carl L. Bankston, III. Salem Press, 2010, pp. 703-704.
Edited Books

El Mundo Zurdo 7: Selected Works from the 2018 Meeting of the Society for the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa, edited by Sara A. Ramírez, Larissa Mercado-López, and Sonia Saldívar-Hull, vol. 7. San Francisco: Aunt Lute Press, 2019. 
El Mundo Zurdo 6: Selected Works from the 2016 Meeting of the Society for the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa, edited by Sara A. Ramírez, Larissa Mercado-López, and Sonia Saldívar-Hull, vol. 6. San Francisco: Aunt Lute Press, 2018. 
Other Refereed Publications 

“Dichos for Success While in College a Long Way from Home.” Mujeres Talk. 23 September 2014. Web. https://library.osu.edu/blogs/mujerestalk.
“Realism, Naturalism, Modernism, 1940-1960.” W.W. Norton StudySpace Online. Norton Anthology of African American Literature, 2nd ed. W.W. Norton and Company. August 2009. Web. http://www.wwnorton.com/college/English/ africanamericanlit2e.
Forthcoming Refereed Publications

“Gloria Anzaldúa’s Mundo Zurdo.” Refereed chapter essay in Junctures in Women’s Leadership, edited by Z’étoile Imma and Rebecca Mark, Rutger’s University Press. Accepted. 
“Sandra Cisneros’s Teaching Archive.” Refereed chapter essay in New Directions in Latinx Literary Studies, edited by Yolanda Padilla and William Orchard, Cambridge University Press. Accepted.
Works Not in Print
Selected Presentations at Refereed Professional Meetings
“YAP: Sandra Cisneros and the Politics of Archiving Latino Youth.” Modern Language Association Convention. New Orleans, Louisiana. January 2025. 

“Verses on the Line: Sandra Cisneros’s Early Public Poetry as Grounded Activism.” American Studies Association. Baltimore, Maryland. November 2024.
“Inventing Our Selves: How Love, Friendship, and Solidarity Helped Shape a Chicana Literary Field.” American Studies Association. Montréal, Québec, Canada. November 2023.
“Expanding Space: The Decolonial Impetus to Rethink Reality in the Work of Andrea Muñoz Martinez.” American Studies Association. New Orleans, Louisiana. November 2022.

“Cruzando Mundos: Traversing Time and Space Between Imagined Worlds in the Works of ire’ne lara silva.” National Women’s Studies Association. (Virtual.) November 2021.
Roundtable Participant, “Criticism in the Borderlands at 30.” Modern Language Association Annual Convention. Online. January 2021.
“Healing and War in Virginia Grise’s Manifesto for Collective Self-Defense, Your Healing is Killing Me.” American Studies Association Meeting. Honolulu, Hawaii. November 2019.
“Going the Distance: Resistencia through Virtual Writing Partnerships.” Mujeres Activas en Letras y Cambio Social Annual Meeting. El Paso, Texas. August 2018.
“Making Sense: Affect and Survival in Sarah Castillo’s Chicana Feelings.” Society for the Study of Gloria E. Anzaldúa Annual Meeting. San Antonio, Texas. May 2018.

“‘What’s Wrong with You?’: Trauma as Symptom in Your Healing is Killing Me.” National Association for Chicana and Chicano Studies. Bloomington, Minnesota. April 2018.
“Performing Dissent: Decolonial Movidas in Adelina Anthony’s Las Hociconas.”
American Studies Association Meeting. Chicago, Illinois. November 2017.
“Cut Limb by Limb: La Vida Dura and Domestic Colonialism in Virginia Grise’s
blu.” American Studies Association Meeting. Denver, Colorado. November 2016. 
Roundtable Participant, “Queer/Feminist/of Color Presses on the Imperative to Publish.” Association of Writers and Writing Programs Conference. Minneapolis, Minnesota. April 2015.
Roundtable Participant, “Forging Transgressive Literatures: Jotería Small Presses and the Reshaping of Chicana/Latina Feminist Letters.” National Women’s Studies Association Meeting. San Juan, Puerto Rico. November 2014.
“‘A Tangle of Unexplored Needs’: Rescripting the Psyche through Decolonial Feminisms.” Critical Ethnic Studies Association Conference. Chicago, Illinois. September 2013.
“‘A Tolerance for Ambiguity’: Psychic Decolonization and Self-Healing in Decolonial Thought.” Mujeres Activas en Letras y Cambio Social Annual Meeting. Columbus, Ohio. July 2013.
“Homenaje a las Veteranas: Reviving Third Woman Press.” Mujeres Activas en Letras y Cambio Social Annual Meeting. Los Angeles, California. August 2011.
“‘Memory in Our Flesh, Spirit in Our Blood’: A Decolonial Queer Gaze on Trauma and Memory in Forgetting the Alamo, Or, Blood Memory.” Modern Language Association Annual Convention. Los Angeles, California. January 2011. 
“Unearthing The Hungry Woman: An Exposition of Citizenship’s Rhetoric of Rationality and Reason.” Society for the Study of Multi-Ethnic Literature of the United States Annual Meeting. Scranton, Pennsylvania. April 2010. 
“Conocimiento in Loca Coalitions in Helena María Viramontes’s Their Dogs Came with Them.” Society for the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa Annual Meeting. San Antonio, Texas. May 2009. 
“Embodying the Time-Lag: Locura Ichpochtli in Loida Maritza Pérez’s Geographies of Home.” Mujeres Activas en Letras y Cambio Social Annual Meeting, University of Minnesota. August 2007.
“’stá Loca: An Archetypal Feminist Analysis of the Subversive Madwoman in Latina Fiction.” Mujeres Activas en Letras y Cambio Social Annual Meeting. Santa Cruz, California. August 2006.
“Assuaging Chicana/o Identity: ‘Las viejitas’ in John Phillip Santos’s Places Left
Unfinished at the Time of Creation.” National Association for Chicana and Chicano Studies Annual Meeting, Guadalajara, México. June 2006.
“The Mestizaje of Wide Sargasso Sea: Three Aspects of Malintzín.” College of Arts and Letters Research Conference. University of Texas at San Antonio. San Antonio, Texas. April 2006.
Invited Talks, Lectures, and Presentations
“The Spaces of Ensueño.” Roundtable focusing on Space and Spatiality in the Americas. Hosted by the Departments of English and World Languages and Literatures. October 2023.
“Trauma, Roaches, and el Cenote: The Decolonial Impetus to Rethink Reality through the Work of Andrea Muñoz Martinez.” ¡Fandango!: A TXST Interdisciplinary Dialogue on the Southwest (Symposium). Hosted by the Center for the Study of the Southwest. September 2023.
“Shaman Aesthetics: Accessing el Cenote through Andrea Muñoz Martinez’s Art.” Women’s History Month. Hosted by Texas A&M, Corpus Christi’s Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Program. March 2021.

“‘What’s Wrong with You?’: The Embodiment of Systemic Trauma in Grise’s Your Healing Is Killing Me.” Memory, Trauma, and Human Rights at the Crossroads of Art and Science Project Collaborative. Hosted by the University of Minnesota. February 2021. 
“Role of the Chicanx Visual Arts in Healing from Trauma.” Role of the Arts in Healing Virtual Panel. Hosted by the Michigan Opera Theatre. February 2021.  
“Ofrenda Virtual: International Nepantla Times 2020.” Ancestral Futurities: Memoria, Tiempo, y Contrapunto Virtual Panel. Hosted by Doctorado Estudios Humanísticos at Tec de Centro de Competitividad de Monterrey (Mexico). October 2020.
“Collective Self-Defense: Confronting Systemic Trauma in Grise’s Your Healing is Killing Me.” Immigration, Detention, Deportation/Removal, Resilience Panel. Hosted by Latina/o Studies, the Center for Diversity and Gender Studies, and the Center for the Study of the Southwest. January 2019. 

“Reassembling Subjects of Trauma: Coyolxauhqui’s New Plight in Virginia Grise’s blu.” Department of English. Michigan State University. November 2018.
“Gloria Anzaldúa and Borderlands.” Department of English, Dr. Cecily Parks’s “Twentieth Century American Women Poets: Radicalism, Resistance, and Recovery” (Graduate Course). Texas State University. October 2018. 

“Subjects of Trauma and Chicanx Cultural Productions.” Department of American Studies, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. April 2018. 
“Mask Off: A Feminist of Color Perspective on Recovering from Imposter
Syndrome.” Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement Program, University of Texas at San Antonio. April 2017. 
Keynote. “Dismantling the Master’s House: A Decolonial Feminist Approach to Research.” Women’s History Month Opening Reception, Northwest Vista College. March 2017. 
“Mutilation as Re(Creation) and (Neo)Colonial Violence.” The Etiology of Mass
Violence, St. Vincent College. October 2016.
“Feminist Knowledge-Making: Interrogating Ontology, Epistemology, and Methodology.” Introduction to Women’s Studies, University of Texas at San Antonio. September 2016.
“Third Woman Press and the Imperative to Practice Decolonial Love.” Chicana Writers, University of California, Santa Barbara. August 2016. 
“Treating Trauma: Uses of the Erotic in the Work of Adelina Anthony.” Chicana Writers, University of California, Santa Barbara. October 2015.
“The Impetus to Publish Feminists of Color.” Chicana Writers, University of California, Santa Barbara. June 2013.
“Theorizing Colonial, Post-Colonial, and Decolonial Literature.” Literary Criticism and Analysis, University of Texas at San Antonio. November 2012.
“Coyolxauhqui and La Malinche: Chicana Feminism and Betrayal.” Raza Recruitment and Retention Center, University of California, Berkeley. April
2011.
“On Applying to Graduate School.” Latin@ Graduate/Professional Conference, University of California, Berkeley. March 2010. 
Works in Progress 

“Queering History through Art: Jovita Gonzalez’s Re-imagining Boyer Gonzalez as Luis Gonzaga in Caballero.” Refereed journal article to be submit
Scholarly Fellowships, Awards, and Honors 

Funded External Fellowships
University of California, Berkeley, Chancellor’s Normative Time Fellowship, 2012
Ford Foundation Pre-Doctoral Fellowship, 2010 – 2013
University of California, Berkeley, Chancellor’s Fellowship for Graduate Study, 2008
Funded External Fellowships (Offered but Declined)

University of California, Santa Barbara Regents Special Fellowship, 2008  
University of Texas at San Antonio Graduate Fellowship, 2008

University of Houston Graduate Fellowship, 2008
University of Arizona Diversity Fellowship, 2008 
Awards and Recognition 

University of Texas at San Antonio Master’s Comprehensive Exam—“High Pass,” 2007
University of Texas at San Antonio Keith Thomas Memorial Scholarship, 2006 – 2007

University of Notre Dame, James E. Robinson Award for the Outstanding English Major, 2005
University of Notre Dame, McPartlin Award for Outstanding Writing by a First-Year Student,
2002

IV. SERVICE

Service Awards and Honors 

Texas State University, Presidential Distinction Award for Service,
 2023
University

Committee Member, First-Gen Proud Steering Committee, Spring 2025 – present 
Committee Member, First-Gen Proud, Fall 2022 – present
Board Member, Latina/o Studies Minor Advisory Board, Fall 2018 – present
Committee Member, Tómas Rivera Mexican-American Children’s Book Award Regional
Committee, Fall 2018 – Spring 2021
Department 

First-Gen Committee, Fall 2022 – present 

Writing Center (Round Rock), Senior Lecturer/Assistant Director Search Committee, Fall 2022

Latinx Literature Faculty Search Committee, Fall 2020 – Spring 2021 

Advanced Studies Curriculum Committee, Fall 2019 – Spring 2022, Spring 2023 – present
English 3301 Review Committee, Fall 2021

*Co-Chair, Student Curriculum Subcommittee, Fall 2019 – Fall 2020

MA/Literature Committee, Fall 2019 – present 

Lindsey Literary Committee, Fall 2018 – present

Major/Minor Committee, Fall 2018 – Spring 2019

Professional

Member, Modern Language Association’s Committee on the Literatures of People of Color in the United States and Canada, 2025 - present

Member, Modern Language Association’s LLC Chicanx Literature Executive Forum, January 2023 - present
 

President, Infrarrealista Review, Fall 2023 – present
Board Member, Abode Press Executive Board, Fall 2023 – present 
Organizing Committee Member, Latinx Critical Creative Consortium, Fall 2022

National Advisory Council member, Rhizomes: Mexican American Art since 1848, Fall 2018 -
present

Committee member, National Association for Chicana and Chicano Studies Meeting Site
Committee (Minneapolis). Fall 2017 – Spring 2018

Committee member, International Society for the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa Conference
Committee. Fall 2016 – Spring 2017, Fall 2018 – Fall 2019, Fall 2021 – Fall 2022
President and Operations Manager. Third Woman Press: Feminist of Color
Publishing. August 2011 – present 
Co-Editor/Moderator. Mujeres Talk. Mujeres Activas en Letras y Cambio Social (MALCS). Fall
2012 – Fall 2013. https://library.osu.edu/blogs/mujerestalk
Co-Editor. Women’s Studies Institute News. University of Texas at San Antonio Women’s
Studies Institute. January – May 2007

Organization Memberships
American Studies Association, 2016 – present

National Women’s Studies Association, 2014 – present

Critical Ethnic Studies Association, 2013 – present

Modern Literature Association, 2011 – present

Mujeres Activas en Letras y Cambio Social, 2006 – present

National Association for Chicana and Chicano Studies, 2006 – present
Society for the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa, 2007 – 2019, 2021 – present 

